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Abstract

Soctal activities are geadered inoall ramifications and the issue of
crime combat s not an exception. This work aims at underscoring the
reclitios of wender relations in crone combat with particular reference
o rural and weban differences. With the help of the Steuctural Crine
Drevention theory, coated with feminisn, the study wlidelr lasted for
thrce months veas carvied out in the opinion survey tradition. Inspired
Iy nidte staged sampling mothod, the saedv raised tiree lnndred and
sixteon (310) vespondents: Upone the administration of the Chi-Seqguare
test, emergne data confivuns that seomen ut wrban contres are more
involved i the crinte combat process thean theos rural courterpares,
and theat in all, crime combat is basically i the doviain of men i the
e, The sty calls for gender main-streaming as the sway ot

Crime and Gender

Obviously crime unphics much for the society. The costs, however, oubwergh the
gains a sitnation which has compelled societies 1o adopt ways, means, mechanisns,
strategics, institutions and agencies for combating, it 1s, thus, the desire ol every socicty
to reduce crime (o its barest minnuum. Adimttedly, socicties have adopted a comnbmation
ol the wavs as necessitated by the inability of only one institution alone to successtully
cngage moocrime combat. Asoa result, 1t could be safely  speculated that preater
collaboration between the police and the public is a welcome development.

[rrespective ol the police-public colluboration, cven, a cursory apprasal ol the
media reports, public atiitudes, government responses, and dispositions ol the mternational
communtty would reveal that human activitics are gendered. Such activities are also
milucnced by the quality and culture of the geographical locations. Few . empirical
rescarches have actually investigated on gender relations i fighting, eromes et alone relate
same (o Tocational reahies, The present study as built on the challenges of evaluating
pender relations withnn the coutext of erime fighting - ruval and urban centres, and
anchoring same on a comparative analysis of the two types ol centres. The study focuses
on Akwa Ihom State, Nigeria, and addresses the question: “what constitute pender
relations 1 the management, combat and control of crime i the foral and mformal
sectors in Akwa [hont State, Nigerta?”

This stndy opines tat the formal and miormal sectors are more Tikely 1o pender-
spaced i the provess of combating eriime mthe arca, This stenis [rom the asscrtion by
Phomas Sankara that:
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Docivion makers nuist concern thomselves willt
womaen's (eender's) issues. To devise o (erine
cambeat) /qunmg withowt the participation of
women s ke usinsg four fingers when you have
len. " (Sankara, Mavelh 085, 1987 (o i cndd
Serlerie, [992:173).

This is cven more significant when one considers that women constitite almost fifty
percent (50%0) of the total Nigerian population, which stands at about One hundred and
forty-one million people with eredit to the 2006 National population census figures,

It should be noted that the Feminist theory presents one ol the most prominent
socio-cultural perspectives on ¢rime and erime combat (Goldthorpe & Morris, 1990).
Crime and erime combat constitute o main social manilestation of patrarchy, whereby the
ideology of pender relations creates and maintains male dommation ol women e the
socrely (Messerschimdt, 1993). Thus, patriarchal relationships are widely suppotted by
stercotypical pender role attitudes about the appropriate social roles for men and more
cepectally Tor women (Herzog, 2007:224). It follows that the persistence ol taditional
pender deals and expectations about women serves to keep women subordinate and 15 a
primary source of dichotomy (Haj-Yahia, 1997 & 1908).

e that as 1t may, complexity and heterogenceity of gender attitudes, though Birpely
rnored by femimst scholars, has blossomed mto a trend toward cpalitarimisn m gender-
role attrtudes and in behaviour toward women in recent times (Spence and Hahn, 1992),
Indeed, pender-relations is best appreciated in correlated but separate constructs, Yet it
could be hastily concluded that since more male arc involved in erime (Jeffery, 1993),
more males should also be mvolved in erime combat.

Oxaal with Baden (1997) while challenging women empowerment subimit that
gender mamstreaming 15 the way out. This position raves in an arca which is principally a
patriarchy (Ekong, 2003 & Udo, 1983). As such, women are relegated to mere words
while men are hkened to decds. "This argument is collaborated by the Population Crisis
Commitice Report (1988) which depicts the status of women as “poor, powerless and
pregnant™, The system has thus mposed sexual divisions (in which women’™s work s
accorded lower status), and curtaited women's physical and spatial mobility (Ama &
Salau, 1992: 175), with regard to time and space (Golombok & IFivush, 1994).

But crimimologists of Femimst ideology have lately routed for a re-appraisal of the
pender question. Formstance, Yoder (1991) forwarded the challenye of fookmg beyond
mere physical and nwmnertcal strength for the rethmking of gender tokenism. And
Schwartz. & Zimmerman (1992) upon discovering new  facts about the relationship
between women and work called for a break with tradition. The said new fact 15 evident in
the value-worthiness of some women who have excelled in their chosen professions m the
service of their socicty. The need to break with vadition supgests that the genderization
process has grown through a historical pedigree (Lastett & DBrenner, 1998: Hochsehld &
Machung, 1998).

Gender inequality, though worst in the third world, is essentily a global thing,
(Peterson & Runyan, 1993) but the varicties are culturally determined.  Indeed. some
schorlars view genderism (feminisim) as a cultural eritique (Benhabib & Comell, 1987
and added to this, culture has somewhat enunciated and attached values to gender realities
(Bentel & Marini, 1995). But this cvaluative altention to gender issucs s a matter of
differences in sex related cognitions and conjectures (Sherman, 1978): and deceptive to
soctal order and development (Lpstein, 1988), O course the poor conjectures have
truncated the productive arm of the societics,  When women are not countenanced, they
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tendd 1o have then roles subjupated,  As a result, ther quota s less miterms ol then
contibution to socictal crime combat elforts, The consequences ol this mal-appropriation
of vender are, theretore, very problomatie,

The above-complicaied situation readily calls for highly scientific appreciation of
pender realities i the society (Blerer, 1994), With this approach, Ot (198Y9) found that
there were effects of male-female ratio at work. :

With specificity to crnme committal, Col-dri (1969) argued that - there are about
fve (nmes as many recorded mabe criminals as there are females. Crininality s
partienlarly marked more among men than among women. Yet wotien who work for
oreamsitions have created @ revolution at home as there has been a gradual shift from
female dependency on their male counterparts for cconemie viability to some mutualily
between the male parents and their female counterparts (H(:)chshschild- & Machung, 1908).
This study will seek to ascertam the male-female relationship i the process of crime
manavement with regard to the informal crime management organtzaiions. Flenee, pender
relations as the hypothetical vartable in this work. ‘ i |

Arca Types and Crime:

Crune has many perspeelives. rrespective of the perspective, however, erime 1s «
Liw vrolating belaviour of an adult, wihich, i detected by w willing, appropriate authority,
would expose the actor (o leoally prescribed sanctions (Brown, 2000). 1l ditferently,
crime is any conduct, whather consisting of an act o an omission which the Taw forbids
vnder pain of punnshiment mnposed by way of crinnnal proceedings,

Ui bunization studics supgest hat e social status ol people locate themm specilic
arca types. 1 follows that while those in the rural arcas are mostly poor; those o urban
centres are of relative affluence (Brown, 1997). This suggesls the possible types of crimes
commmtted in the rural and wban centres. I also supports the argument that crunme has
dlways been a part of o culture, and the most popular explanations ol crime liave been
those which somehow distinguish ermunals from the rest of the society (Searpitt, 198-1).
Thus, the United Nations Centre for Human Scttlements (1990) posit that the problems ol
arhanization (and may be raralization) have significant impact on crime. In addition,
Unitorn Crimie Reports (1989) submits that, crume mercases as socictics become more

urbanized,

It should be noted that depending on the prevalenee of erime type and the cultural
realities ol specific arcas, the styles ol policimg tend to vary. To this cnd, Alderson (1999)
opines that styles of combating crime will vary according, to cultural, religious, h.‘}_’,lll‘:llh_l
pohitical svatems. Such styles include: informal policing, passive poheimg. punitive
poheing, and preventive policing, These styles could be proactive, reactive, ot repressive.
There 1s also the case of community policing which entails the prinmitive communal,
lalitrian conmmal, unofficial communal, and  democratic -communitl approachos
Interestine by, ths s the orux ol this study, and Barlow (1990) submits that these vartations
and um\p‘k-.\iln_‘n lave made compaative studics very neeessaty. [Tiere have, mosuny, hg\‘H
collective reactions o erine mehiding genderized vadues. This tmplics that crime 1s .4
creation of the society and 10 the socely iself that can stop it through concerted etforts
andd vigitance, The process of crime combat is, therefore, arpuably influenced by socictal
It'Llll”L“f». While women o thie taral arcas imvest more in folklores s expressed I‘lhrc.
Gaditional dance (Udo, 1983), deep-rooted soctahization process, prinry apphcation ol
sunchions and mmﬂmmm ol normative values:; those i the urban arca urban centres rely
more on sceondary crime combat factlitics such as the police, law courts, andd the prisons.
Granted that the coneerted efforts al combating, crimes are pendered, such are

vitluenced by the conumuiity cealitics — rural and or urban. Lixpedieney requires thal here
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acknowledpement be pranted Ferdinand Tomes™ concepte ol Gememschadt (raraly aind
Ciessellsehalt (urbany as the threshold for considering the ditferences or sinnlariies
between rucal and urban types of communitics (Lkong, 2003).

b all, i classityinge communitics, one niay use four micrrelated erteriag imchudme:
the population sizer the extent, wealth and population of the hinterland; the specahized
fanctions of the community with the whole society and the kind of organization the
community has (Davis, 1970), Expanding the argument further, Lkong(2003) wdentifics
bases ol social relationships; perception of benefits and goals i social iteraction:
dominant forms of group rclationships; principal form of wealth: vankmy of soctal
mstitutions. central mstitutions and forms of social control; and status-rote. Added to these
are; size of place; population density and composition: closeness to nature: nteraction,
social differentiation; social stratification; social mobility; social control, as well as fevels
and standards of iving (Fkong, 2003).

Basically, while the rural type of community is closer o nature, simpler in culture,
and lower i levels and standards of hiving: the urban type assumes the polar opposite
status, s an iteresting social fact that the world s inercasingly beconimy, an urban one.
In contemporary terms, the urban type came with regards (o the process of urbamsation
the process of more people concentrating i a definite geographical termritory tor the
purpose of sufficiently cohancing e, Arguably, this process which came (11t wale
the mdustrial revolution of the 18™ century was collectively made possible by decline in
death rate (owing larpely to advancement in the medical sciences): the beginning, of
screntific management  of agriculture;  fmproved  tansportation and - communication
systemy; stable and well foeused political govermmnents; the development ol the dustrial
revolution (Ekpenyong, 1999),

While details differ from socicty (o society, the pattern is somewhat established
front agricultural surplus above subsistence level - with the extra margin transferred to the
manulicturing scctor by entrepreneurs and governments - the result of which was urbun
expansion and growth fed by a demand by the burgeommny manufocturimg, commercial,
and service sectors for a concentrated labour force (Palen, 1993).

It is pertinent to add here that sociologically chosen charactertstics ol urban
communitics mclude: ceology: demographic structure; socral action or organtzations; and
a scl of values and objective perceptions, To this end, as urbanness mercases, Hat and
Reiss (1988) arpue that, amongst others, the following also increase: personal anonynuty
in interpersonal contacts, segmentalization of social roles and of role interactions, and the
ratio of secondary to primry social contacts; toleration of social differences: the degree 1o
which behaviour s controtled by mdirect means, and normative deviance.
iven a cursory assessinent ol the above characteristics would suggest that some urban
traits tend to enhance criminality (Palen, 1993:138). It should be noted that the study arca
s within the rural-urban continuum. These constitute an amalgam of nfluences on
community types with corresponding effeets on gender relations i the course of crime
coinbat,

Theory, Data and Mcthod
Theory: :
“If you want (o make a big difference in crune, you must make frundamental ehanges i
sociely (Wilson, 1983:251). ' -

The above suggests that the formal or informal group processes - including the
cducational, religious, familial, occupational and gender arrangements must be modified..



ctionad Jovrnal of priean Culiiee, Calites aoed e \(m/mrr nt 4

st e i S A S s D e T e

o sttuation puts forward the eredentials of the Situational Crime Prevention (501)
oy as the theoretical underpining, for this work,

The theory promoted by Ronald, Vo Clarke & 1 Fek emphasizes on the need o
Cdduce the opportumibes for crtnimads 1o compat conney chanpe crmnmaks rdea abont
whethier they can pot mvay with a pavticular crime: and make it scem harder, riskicer, and
s rewsirding to connnit eriime. This s contriny to the option of: buying of weapons 1o
protect one’s sellor one's umu‘- C\ uninnge o be able to solve 1t all alone; m\win;a ol crume
o another place; or merely spending, lots of money (Clarke, 19975 Pek, 200.3),

[0 order to attain the poul nt suceesslully u)mbaling,; crime, the illu,ny supports: the
miak ing of changes to buildings and streets to make them safer; asking the police for help
and the police providing belpr using common sense (o stop crimtuals; using nerghbours to
ook out for crime and crinunalsy working with people from different agencies and
orpanizations, and noting that 1t is every body's job. In sumy, it fukes the help of everyonc
o mnke crime combat work, nrespective of gender and community or arca ditferences.

The major assumphions of the (SCP) theory revolve wrowmud the environment,

wional chotce and the routine activitics. This theory departs from the punnstream
criminolopy as it focuses on the Importance of the opportunity for crime to occur, the
setting tor crimie, the prevention of the oceurrence of’ crmme, and (though with fess
crnpliasis) detectimyg, and pumshing of offenders (Clarke & Tick, 2003) For the fact that
difTerent olfences are as a result of different opportunity constetlations and as such may
require speditic imterventions, the theory opines that lugh specific forms of connes should
boe tackled by specihic mtervention measures,

i sun, the (5CF) theory is anintegrated one which appreciates a standard
micthodology based on the action paradigm  (rescarch to change practice), o set of
opportunitics reducing techimiques,  the poal 1o succeed and o body ol evaluated
practice(¢ ke & Bk, 2003) meladmy studies of gender and commumty types and
i FTwendes,

rata and Method

With regards to the problem m context and the objectives of tius study, this work
s cbellished o the opinion survey design. Owing to the size of the stady arca, rescarch
watstants were rsed and put to use upon proper orientation. The tarpeted pnpu):m:m ol
the study Trom which inferences were drawn and thercafler generahized to othier arcas wer
adult (18 yvears and above) members of sampled conununities. The sampled arban centres
are Uyo and ket while the rarad conters are Mbo and Ukanafun all local government

‘\“

arcas ol Akwa Thom State, N ui;‘z_

The study ;uia‘:pu'-d i nmhhsiag;m[ sampling methodology (IMlick, 1998) Farst, the
comparative values of this study informed the choice of [our \4) local povernment arcas
(carlicr stated), These were purposively selected. The two wrban centres are headguarters
ol Senatorial Districts e the State; while the rural arcas were drawn | the Tist of the
hasteally rural contres, curtesy of dhe state sty ol Rural Development. Furthermore,
the Tour L.G.As were divided mto ward-based clusters (four cach). Prom cach eluster,
twenty (20) houscholds were randomly (systematically) selected and o gender sensitive
position adopted o seleet the eaders ol cach houscholds for mtervicw/guestionnaiies
Sdimimstration. A total of eighty (80) respondents were, theretore, taised from: cach
L.CiAL for a grand total of three hundred and twenty (320) respondents for the state,
Flowever, duc to Tost unc-lmlm’ ires, ony three hundred and sivteen (310) respondents
were actally surveyed and their opinions countenanced for this study.
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.
fe questionnaire/interview schedules as well as quasi participant observation and
i eroup discussions (I ‘CiDs) were adopted for drawing of m-depth inlornmation. I 1eld
ettt were of inmmense value and tape (audio) recording was aiso devised.

Data so rascd are (st desenibed i tabular forms using simple percentages,
feroalter the chissquare (X7) test adopted  to o enhance drawing of inferenee and

coabhishimg relationships between vanables. In addition, thematic analyses are adopted to

muttiess alicady estabhished relationships.,

Study Area

The study arca 1s Akwa Tbom State, located i the South-castern corner of Nigeria,
[he people are culturally homogenous with a common identity and 1111@111.\11@ hertage.
The cultural commonality 1s also epitomized i the sumilaritics in [olklore, songs, dances,
woodd, belicts and mythology.

The people are as industrious and resourceful as they are hospitable. Majority of
e rual populace engage in farming. Other tradinional occupations of’ the people arc
fshung, vading, hunting, woodcarving, rathia works, blacksnuthing, potcery. ron works,
caforing, arts and craft creations. :

The state s a reservolr of wealth and potentials, which beckon on tourists,
s csiors o mineral resources and agriculture, based industries, 'The weather s haleyon,
the land of about 8,412 Sqg.km is very fertile with luxuriant green forest and rich species of
camces, and o population of 3.92 mullion people spread into thirty-one (31) Local
wvovennuent Arcas. Bounded in the South by the Atlantic Ocean, its 129km coasthing is
die Tongest in Nigetia and 1s exceedingly rich m scafoods.

Hu \( e is umumy & major producer of pumlunm in Niperia, Lying between
Lettudes 4933 and 5733 North and longitudes 7°35" and 8725 East, the Stafe falls within
the tropical zone with o dominant vegetation of green foliage ot trees, shrubs and oil palm
ov belt which holds the highest density of cash crops 1 the world mciuding rubber,
cowcand, and rice. Others are coconuly Cilrus, cassava, yani, maize, cowpeas, plantains,
canana, pucapple and Kola-nut. The state 1s also endowed with rich deposits of
“‘w«'nnc, gravel, salt, stlver nitrates, clay, silica sand and kaolin., Supgar cane, vegetable

P hvestock are also m abundance.

Plevgne repards to the peo-political, cultural and locational reatities of the arca, ket and
«iov Local Government Arcas were sampled for the urban centres, while Mbo and
Lanalun were raised as the rural areas,

Sacerces Ahovwva hom Siaie Taformation Handbook (19961 and icld xpericnee 2000,

ovebatiaons
lable 1: Percentage Distribution of Urban Respondents By
Involvement ol Women in Crime C ombat

RISPONSE GUIDE | RESPONSE DISTRIBUTION 777 "'T(}[,\l )
ERET T TUvYo |
‘1'&5"" - - W | = T .}. W'm-i)
Nt )UI I 4 -— ez ,__,‘L._Wm 206 ( I ) \) -
No lden O 4 016,39
B 78 . s J IS8 (100%)

“Source: Field Survey, February — May, 2(}{)‘)

Ve chun S Browe, /)g‘//{]l taicent of Sociolaey and ,'fH"IH17"‘,)6‘4'\‘1)_'.\‘ {raiversity of Thve, Niveria
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The universe ol 158 on table 1 is reflective of the target group, 30.4% of the respondents
opincd that women we involved mthe process of erime combat; 46.8% negated the carlier
posttion; 10,594 showed ambivalence; and 0.3% were bereft of ideas o share. One can
therefore arpne that women seldom participate in the erime combat process m urban arcas.

Table 2: Percentage Distribution of Rural Respondents by
Involvement of Women in Crime Combat

RESPONSE RESPONSE DISTRIBUTION TOTAL (%)
G l ””‘ o w: Ukanalun 7 ] Mbao i i o
Yes | 13 ‘
” No F
N(H ()llilL ]77 ‘.
__Noldea | N R N P a1} ).
TOTAL 79 R 158 (100%)

‘mm ce: Field Sur vey, February — May, 2009

Table 2 above shows that 15.8% of rural respondents agreed that women were mvolved in
crime combat; 51.9% of them opmed that women were not involved, 22.2% were
mdectsive; and 10.1% were ol “no idea” category. 1t theretore, could be arpued that
wornen are not involved mcrnme combat in the rural area,
Thisn study hypothesizes that crime combat in urban and rural Akwa Ibony State 15 not
ggn(lcrggl_ The 11)/130111(:515 15 tested below:

TABLE 3: Chi-square contingency Table of the Relationship Between
Urban and Rural Crime Combat Regarding Gender
Relations

RESPONSIE RESPONSIE l)l%lRlBUll()‘\l ' "'{('imlj('y..)
GCuibe | Urban CRural -
T Yes | 48 (30.4%) 25 (15.8%) Y (23.1)
o Neo L TAEesY%) L 82 (519%) | '55' (39.4)
N()I ()till( , 204 16, Sy 35 Q 2 2%) EONONA)
No ldea 10 (6,39 16 (10.1%) 420 («“\7)”
T TOTAL 1SS (100%) | 158 (170707%), 316 (100%)
Source: Fickd ‘suwc\, February — M;w, 2000; N = = 316
X2 =044 :df=3; P=0.05; Table Value = 7.815
Findings:

The calculated value of ¢hi at 9.44 is greater than the table value af 7.815 and so
the null hypothesis 1s reject ul [nvariably, rural and urban based ernme combal process(es)
are pendered, Crime combat iy priscipally perceived as a male social res pmmblhly and 15
e practically male - dominated. Women are involved on the fringes, Chis dispostiion
is clearly presented i tables T and 20 The typical thematic conmients rajsed from the

survey also explain this

Discussion of FPindings

Crimes and thelr combat approaches are dependent on sacicty types with pender
cealitics th attendance, This study has revealed that compared (o mm in the urban arcas,
women seldom participate mothe erime combat process. Thelr level ol mvolvement s
more subte, Womnen undertake more of the primary socialization responsibilities. As

L N Broven, Dlepartment af Neeladoey aad dnthrapatogy Oniversity of Ven, Nigeria,
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cabitted by a community women leader i Uyo duripg o Focus Group Discussion
ACSS10N]

Al e iy difficult for women to he actively involved i

crime combat, Men could burn the nigh; while ywonea

stery at fiome and keep the kids... as mothers, tcaching

the children socictal values and painting sordid pictires

of the cffects of involvement in crime. Thus, wilh

subtlety, as they keep the kids, they srant ihe children

the necessary  initial  orientation  and  socialization

(hence, a combat against crime).

This was aired [rom the standpomt of communily policing as epitonuzed by vigilante
activities m the arca.

[n the rural scttings, women are rarely physically mivolved, burs are soctally very
important in the process. Their involvement is amply evident in folklores and waditional
dunces as expressed in the Ebre dance in which they castigate those susceptible to/and
mvolved in crimie. They sing against such erimes as prostitution, stealing, assault, abscence
(ront conumunity prograniies, ¢ic,

Typilying the responses, arespondent in Mbo argued thus:

Women here (Mbo) are not really pliysically involved
hut a few women leaders in the arca are saddied with the
responsibility of talking  ywvomen  against  criminal
tendencies. The women leader may also be involved if a
voman iy caught indulgsing in any criminal act. Wayveard
voung women are also reported o such swomen .. but
wamen are Hever a part of us out here in the night.,

Put differently, findings hold that fewer women participate in crune combat
procasses in uthan and rural centres. The dutics of combating, crime are scen s male
exclusives, There is somewhat a general notion that such responsibilities should be
voserved for men, while domestication should be reserved for women. Though more
people i the urban than in the rural arcas argued that women participate in the cnme
combal process, 49.4% ol all respondents (both in urban and rural arcas) opied to the
negative. While 19.3% of them were ambivalent: 23.1% argued that women participate.
The picture here is that the duty ol crime combat is very demanding and as such should be
andertaken by men. This is indicative of the patriarchal nature of the areas. It is, however,
contended here that in the contemporary world of equalization of sex, women may have to
be more tangibly involved in the process.

Apam, these were considered from the standpoint of community policing.

Conclusion

The importance of gender considerations in the contemporary world informed the
choice of this work. This, blended with the challenges ol gender Mmainstreaming,
influenced its drift. Approached from the survey perspective, the study centered on Akwa
Ihom State, Nigeria. The study reveals that women i the urban centres are inote mvaolved
m the process of crinme combat than their counterparts i the rural arcas. Yet, in the Timal
analysis, the patriarchal nature of the arcas’ socio-cultural realities has placed crime
combat on the domain of men.

The study submits that since today’s world craves for gender equality, the
mvolvement of women in the challenge of erime combat should be seriously considered.

tickan 8. Browa, Department of Socivlogy and Anthropology University of Uye, Nigeria,
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